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Perspectives
“If we refuse to take into account the full 
cost of our fossil fuel addiction—if we 
don’t factor in the environmental costs 
and national security costs and true 
economic costs—we will have missed 
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M. Luisa Martinez, and Joe Roman
NOAA 
In this satellite image, oil in the Gulf of Mexico reflects sunlight back into space. (Some of the reflection could be caused by plankton blooms or other 
features.)










































































Oil from the Deepwater Horizon accident has reached the Loop Current in the Gulf of Mexico, which goes through the Florida Straits before feeding into the 
Gulf Stream current.
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